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A New Rooftop Leads To New Possibilities for UI Stead Family Children’s Hospital
By: Lottie Staggs
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The University of Iowa Stead Family Children’s Hospital (formerly University of Iowa Children’s Hospital) will open its doors in the early part of 2017, welcoming patients and families from all across Iowa to its new building. They top off this historic change, quite literally, with a special feature that’s sure to bring joy to patients and visitors alike. 

It’s called Level 12, and while the name may be simple, this top floor observatory is anything but. 

The purpose of Level 12, also referred to as the Rooftop, was designed to provide encouragement, promote healing and bring hope to patients and families. Every aspect, from the inspiring artwork, to the peaceful gardens, to the meditation room; even the whimsical furniture is catered to the needs of patients and their families. Since the beginning planning stages, every feature was designed with the visitor in mind. 

“The Rooftop space was envisioned as a special place of respite where patients, families, visitors, and employees could unwind and reflect,” said Scott Turner, Executive Director of the University of Iowa Stead Family Children’s Hospital and Chief Operations Officer of University of Iowa Hospitals & Clinics. 

Turner is responsible for the operations and strategies for children’s services, as well as overseeing the design and transitional operations to the new hospital, including construction aspects, which he takes on with project director Jason Miller.  

“There were programmatic needs, such as the Meditation Room, that we knew we had to incorporate within the Rooftop space.  It was also clear that we needed to leverage the panoramic views of Iowa City, including those of our special neighbor to the west, Kinnick Stadium, home to the University of Iowa Hawkeye football team.”

The UI Stead Family Children’s Hospital has a long history with the Hawkeye football team, and collaboration that they are proud to continue. 

“We are extremely fortunate to have such a special partnership with Hawkeye Football,” said Turner. “Since 2009, Hawkeye players, coaches, staff, and fans have celebrated the bravery of our patients through the immensely popular and meaningful Kid Captain Program, and now, the strength of our relationship will be on display 365 days a year with views of Kinnick Stadium from within UI Stead Family Children’s Hospital.”

State-of-the-art technology has inspired a way for patients staying in the hospital to feel like they’re at the game.

“…The Press Box space will have the same HawkVision programming that is used across the street at Kinnick Stadium on Saturday game days. When Child Life is using the space with kids and their families, they will have the same viewing experience as the 70,585 fans at Kinnick Stadium…quite likely, with a more impressive view.”

Turner believes this will be one of the more notable aspects of the new building. “Having done hundreds of tours of our new children’s hospital, I know that people will enjoy the views of Kinnick Stadium. It speaks to the kid in all of us.”

The stadium is not the only view you’ll take in from Level 12. At 164 feet, it stands as the tallest occupiable building in Iowa City, Iowa. Being a mere two miles from the Iowa City airport, it reaches the maximum height allowed by the Federal Aviation Administration. “So, we knew that it could not be one inch taller!”

But it’s more than just an impressive stature that makes this building stand out. The Rooftop has an underlying purpose beneath its grandeur. It also serves a vital function to the hospitals air handling units for floors six  through 12. The high efficiency particulate air (HEPA) filtration system filters out 99.9% of contaminants to ensure the cleanest air possible for the kids. 

From a personal perspective, Turner notes that his favorite spot on the Rooftop is the outdoor healing garden.

“It is a spectacular space for the views of downtown Iowa City and the surrounding countryside,” he added. Even more amazing is that the skylight in the south garden will remain open year round to allow natural elements, such as rain and snow. Our families, patients, and visitors will be able to enjoy fresh air and feel revitalized without leaving the building.”

An anxious buzz is percolating throughout the surrounding community, and those who have played a role in the process, whether in design, construction, or operation, are feeling the excitement swell as they wait for the day those glass doors swing open. They are filled with pride and hope, knowing that the quality of care each child will receive in the new building will be “transformational”.

“We have taken every measure to ensure that children and their families will have a world-class facility that will further advance the high quality of care already provided by our amazing team,” said Turner. “Because the design and operationalization of our new children’s hospital has been driven by participation, we are confident that we will be delivering on that expectation. The staff of University of Iowa Health Care, as well as families from across Iowa, could not be more excited for the hope and promise made possible by our new UI Stead Family Children’s Hospital when we open in 2017.”
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